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child guidance, and home management are applied. Copious use of case 
material, practice projects, score cards, suggestions for class discussion, 
diagrams, and bibliography adapt the subject for the use of high-school 


students of both sexes. 


BRADFORD, MASSACHUSETTS EVELYN BUCHAN CROOK 


The Educational Talking Picture. By FREDERICK L. DEVEREUX. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1933. Pp. xiii+222. 
$2.50. 

A number of books have been published on the use of the silent motion 
picture in education, dealing with practical problems and with research 
into their value. This is the first book which has come to my attention 
which treats specifically of the value and use of the talking picture in edu- 
cation. 

The author is vice-president of Erpi Picture Consultants, Inc., a sub- 
sidiary of the Western Electric Company, which is actively engaged in the 
production of talking pictures for use in schools and colleges. Among the 
series being produced is one in the physical sciences, designed in the first 
instance to fit the general course in this subject given under the New Plan 
at the University of Chicago. The pictures are made by close co-operation 
between the Erpi Picture Consultants and Professors Schlesinger and 
Lemon of the university. A considerable part of the book describes this 
co-operative procedure of producing films. 

Another section describes the experiments which have thus far been 
made for the purpose of evaluating the educational value of talking pic- 
tures as compared with instruction without motion pictures. The experi- 
ments are uniformly favorable to the films. 

Other chapters deal with the specific use which can be made of talking 
pictures at different educational levels, with problems of administration, 
and with problems of building and equipment. The book is authoritative 
and ably written. 


UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO FRANK N. FREEMAN 


Do College Students Choose Vocations Wisely? By Epwarp J. 
SPARLING. Columbia University Contributions to Education, 
No. 561. New York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 
1933. Pp. 110. 

This monograph gives the results of an investigation into the vocational 
choices and matters relating thereto of 888 Freshman, Sophomore, and 
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Junior students at Long Island University. Since 84 per cent of these 
students are Jewish, and only ọ per cent of their parents were born in the 
United States, the situation is extremely atypical; and the value of the 
results, as far as generalization is concerned, is approximately nil. The 
author gives no explanation of the (to say the least) unusual composition 
of the student body. 

Had these data been compared with similar ones from a more typical, 
“Nordic” college, interesting sociological conclusions might have been 
drawn. Our appetites are whetted for such a study when we see that 54 
per cent of the men at Long Island University have selected medicine as 
a career, that the number of vocations which have been chosen by the 
students is only about 10 per cent of the number in which their fathers are 
engaged, that less than 3 per cent of the fathers are engaged in teaching, 
medicine, law, and dentistry, while nearly 95 per cent of the sons and 
daughters intend to engage in these professions, and that the women ex- 
pect to earn twice as much, and the men four times as much, as workers 
now engaged in the vocations they have selected. 

The chief contribution of the study is the Vocational Fitness Scale, 
which the author worked out on the basis of general principles formulated 
by the National Vocational Guidance Association. Differential weighting 
is given to the following factors: intelligence, academic average, average 
in subjects fundamental to vocation chosen, parents’ education, economic 
advantages, social advantages, work experience, accomplishments, work 
preferences, depth of professional interests, plan for entry into vocation, 
accuracy of earnings expectations, and whether success is expected by 
own efforts or through political pull. In discussing the results obtained 
with this scale, the author seems to assume that it has been validated. He 
says, for instance, ““The use of the scale showed the fallacy of attempting 
to use any single item [e.g., intelligence] as a sole criterion for individual 
guidance.” Yet all that has been done is to follow up the high-score and 
the low-score man and woman in each class—twelve in all—for a year and 
a half; and even these do not point to excellent predictive value. The 
scale may prove of great significance, once time and follow-ups have vali- 
dated it; at present it is just another interesting device and pious hope. 


ROBERT COOLEY ANGELL 
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